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A  Report  to  the  Com 


1990  Homicide  Report 


Contrary  to  public  perception,  in  most  circumstances  homicides 
and  other  acts  of  violence  are  committed  by  people  who  know 
each  other  and  are  of  the  same  race. 

•  Firearm  homicides  have  increased  forty-seven  percent 
(  -^49%  )  during  1990,  as  compared  to  1989. 

•  Juvenile  homicide  offenders  increased  44  %. 

•  Juvenile  victims  of  homicide  have  increased  +42% 

•  Homicides  are  committed  by  people  who  know  each  other 
in  82%  of  the  cases. 

•  More  than  two  thirds  of  homicide  victims  are  30  years 
of  age  or  younger. 

•  Illegal  firearms  are  used  in  fifty  eight  percent  of  the 
homicides. 


Francis  M,  Roache 
Police  Commissioner 


December  31,  1990 
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SUMMARY  OF  MAJOR  FINDINGS: 


0     In  82%  of  homicide  cases  in  1990,  in  which  a  victim  -  offender 

relationship  has  been  identified,  the  victim  and  offender  have  been 
acquainted  or  domestically  tied. 
(This  compares  to  Just  56%  in  1985). 

0     Domestic  disputes  resulting  in  homicide  and  homicides  precipitated  by 
arguments  combined  for  53%  of  all  homicides  in  which  a  motive  has  been 
determined  during  1990. 


0     Drug  related  and  gang  related  homicides  account  for  35%  of  the  total 
cases  in  which  a  motive  has  been  identified. 


0     Firearm  homicides  have  increased  forty-nine  percent  (+49%)  this  year 
as  compared  to  last  year. 

0     Juvenile  homicide  offenders  have  increased  +44%  this  year  as  compared 
to  last  year. 

0     Juvenile  victims  of  homicide  have  increased  +42%  this  year  as  compared 
to  last  year. 

0     In  1990,  69%  of  all  homicide  victims  were  30  years  of  age  or  younger. 


0     Of  the  homicide  cases  in  which  an  offender  has  been  identified,  39% 
involved  offenders  20  years  of  age  or  younger. 


0     Homicides  by  area  are:    Area  A  -  5.4%;  Area  B  -  64.6%;  Area  C  -  19%; 
Area  D  -  4.8%;  Area  E  -  6.1%. 


BOSTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
A  REPORT  TO  THE  COMMISSIONER 


'year  end  homicide  report 

1989  VERSUS  1990 


During  1990,  there  were  147  homicides  reported  to  the  Boston  Police 
Department.    Information  provided  by  the  Boston  Police  Homicide  Unit 
indicates  that  82%  of  the  homicide  cases  in  1990  in  which  the 
victim/offender  relationship  has  been  determined,  involved  victims  and 
offenders  who  were  acquainted  or  domestically  tied.    In  1989,  a  smaller 
proportion  (74%)  of  cases  involved  acquainted  or  domestically  related 
individuals. 

Increasingly,  victims  of  homicide  are  victimized  by  individuals  whom 
they  know.    In  1980,  at  least  67%  of  the  identified  homicide  offenders 
were  known  to  their  victims.    In  the  late  1980's  however,  the  proportion 
of  homicides  in  which  the  victim  and  the  offender  are  known  to  one  another 
has  become  more  pronounced. 

These  statistics  support  claims  held  by  many  leading  criminologists 
and  law  enforcement  officials  who  maintain  that  violent,  personal  crime  — 
and  particularly  homicide  —  is  the  most  difficult  crime  type  to  prevent. 
According  to  the  Kansas  City  Patrol  Experiment  conducted  by  the  Police 
Foundation,  "given  the  fact  that  so  many  crimes  against  persons  are 
compulsive,  take  place  inside  of  structures  and  often  take  place  between 
persons  who  know  each  other  especially  in  cases  of  homicide,  rape,  and 
assault,  it  is  not  surprising  that  preventative  patrol  should  have  no 
effect  on  these  crimes."    (Kelling,  Pate,  Dieckman,  Brown,     Kansas  City 
Patrol  Experiment:  A  Technical  Report,  p.  142) 

Further,  Professor  George  Kelling  of  Northeastern  University  reported 
in  a  1987  study  entitled  Program  in  Criminal  Justice  Policy  and  Management 
that  "Many  violent  crimes  are  not  perpetuated  by  strangers,  but  rather  by 
family  members  and  acquaintances  in  places  where  police  have  no  authority 
to  patrol... Therefore  the  deterrent  effect  of  police  patrol  on  the  violent 
crime  rate  is  negligible". 

Boston's  findings  also  correspond  to  expert  testimony  presented  to  the 
U.S.  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  on  July  30,  1990.    Experts  reported  that  a 
rising  homicide  rate  was  being  seen  all  across  the  nation.  Homicides, 
they  reported,  are  increasingly  the  result  of  drugs  and  deadly  assault 
weapons  in  the  hands  of  adolescent  males. 


HOMICIDES  BY  RELATIONSHIP/CIRCUMSTANCE 


RELATIONSHIP: 


0     Eighty-two  percent  (82%)  of  the  1990  homicide  cases  in  which  the 
victim/offender  relationship  has  been  determined,  involved 
victims/offenders  who  were  either  acquainted  or  domestically  tied. 
During  1989,  seventy-four  percent  (74%)  of  the  cases  in  which  a 
relationship  had  been  determined  involved  acquainted  or  domestically 
related  individuals. 

0     In  1980,  at  least  sixty-seven  percent  (67%)  of  identified  homicide 
offenders  were  known  to  their  victims.    In  1985,  at  least  fifty-six 
percent  (56%)  of  identified  homicide  felons  were  known  to  their 
victims.    In  the  late  1980's  however,  the  proportion  of  homicides  in 
which  the  victim  and  offender  are  known  to  one  another  has  become  more 
pronounced. 


CIRCUMSTANCE: 


0     Thus  far  in  1990,  the  Boston  Police  Homicide  Unit's  investigations 
reveal  that  at  least  twenty-three  (23)  homicides  have  been  drug 
related,  accounting  for  twenty-four  percent  (24%)  of  all  homicides. 
Last  year,  drug  related  homicides  numbered  seventeen  (17),  accounting 
for  twenty-six  percent  (26%)  of  the  total  homicides.    Drug  related 
homicides  have  increased  thirty-five  percent  (+35%)  this  year  as 
compared  to  last  year. 

0     Gang  related  homicides,  which  numbered  eight  (8)  in  1989,  numbered 
eleven  (11)  during  1990.    Proportionally,  gang  related  homicides 
constituted  eleven  percent  (11%)  of  the  1990  homicides  for  which  a 
motive  was  determined  and  twelve    percent  (12%)  of  the  total  1989 
homicides  for  which  a  motive  was  determined.    Gang  related  homicides 
have  increased  in  frequency  by  three  (3). 

0     Homicides  precipitated  by  arguments  have  accounted  for  forty-two 
percent  (42%)  of  all  homicides  for  which  a  motive  was  determined 
during  1990  as  compared  to  twenty-six  percent  (26%)  during  1989. 

0     Homicides  committed  as  a  result  of  another  Part  One  crime  (robberies 
for  example)    and  domestic  disputes  have  accounted  for  thirteen 
percent  (13%)  and  eleven  percent  (11%)  respectively  of  all  homicides 
this  year.    Domestic  homicides  have  decreased  fifteen  percent  (-15%) 
from  thirteen  (13)  incidents  last  year  to  eleven  (11)  incidents  this 
year. 
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HOMICIDE  BY  WEAPON  TYPE 


FIREARMS: 


0     Firearm  homicides  have  increased  forty-nine  percent  (+49%)  during  1990 
as  compared  to  1989. 

0     Firearms  were  utilized  in  fifty-eight  percent  (58%)  of  the  homicides 
reported  this  year  as  compared  to  fifty-seven  percent  (57%)  in  1989. 

0     Eighty-five  (85)  homicides  were  committed  with  a  firearm  in  1990  as 
compared  to  fifty-seven  (57)  in  1989. 


KNIFE: 


0     Homicides  in  which  a  knife  was  utilized  increased  seventy-four  percent 
(+74%)  during  1990  as  compared  to  1989. 

0     A  knife  was  the  second  most  likely  weapon  to  be  utilized  in  the 
commission  of  a  homicide.    Knives  were  utilized  in  twenty-seven 
percent  (27%)  of  the  homicides  committed  in  1990.    During  1989,  knives 
were  used  in  twenty-three  percent  (23%)  of  the  homicides. 

0     Forty  (40)  homicides  were  committed  with  a  knife  during  1990,  as 
compared  to  twenty-three  (23)  homicides  during  1989. 
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VICTIM  AGE: 


During  1990,   sixty-nine   (69%)   of  all  homicide  victims  were  thirty 
years  of  age  or  younger. 

Victims  aged  twenty-one  to  thirty  were  the  most  likely  to  become 
homicide  victims  during  1990.  Victims  aged  twenty-one  to  thirty 
represented  thirty-six  percent  (36%)  of  all  victims  whose  age  is 
known . 

The  second  most  likely  age  group  to  fall  victim  to  homicide  during 
1990  was  aged  twenty  and  under.     This  group  accounted  for  one  third, 
thirty-three  percent   (33%)   of  all  homicide  victims  in  1990. 

Victims  aged  seventeen  and  under   (juveniles),  numbered  seventeen  (17) 
this  year,   accounting  for  twelve  percent   (12%)   of  all  victims  whose 
age  is  known.     Last  year,   juvenile  aged  victims  accounted  for  twelve 
percent   (12%)   of  all  homicide  victims,  with  twelve   (12)  juvenile 
homicide  victims  reported. 


OFFENDER  AGE: 


Thirty-nine  percent   (39%)   of  known  homicide  offenders  were  aged  twenty 
and  under  in  1990.     Seventy-two  percent   (72%)   of  known  homicide 
perpetrators  were  aged  thirty  and  under. 

While  the  incidence  of  juvenile  homicide  victims   (aged  seventeen  and 
under)   has  increased  forty-two  percent   (+41.6%)   from  twelve   (12)  cases 
in  1989  to  seventeen  (17)   cases  during  1990,   so  too  has  the  incidence 
of  a  juvenile  homicide  perpetrator  being  apprehended.     During  1989, 
there  were  nine   (9)   homicide  offenders  aged  seventeen  and  under. 
During  1990,   the  number  of  juvenile  homicide  offenders  has  increased 
forty-four  percent   (+44%) ,   from  nine   (9)   cases  in  1989  to  to  thirteen 
(13)   cases  during  1990. 


• 


BOSTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
HOMICIDE  SUMMARY 
VICTIM/OFFENDER  AGES 


1989 

VERSUS  1990 

PERCENT 

PERCENT 

VICTIM  AGE 

1989 

OF  TOTAL 

1990 

OF  TOTAL 

0-20 

23 

23.23% 

47 

32.87% 

21-30 

38 

38.38% 

51 

35.66% 

31-40 

18 

18.18% 

27 

18.88% 

41-50 

10 

10.10% 

7 

4.90% 

51-60 

5 

5.05% 

4 

2.80% 

61+ 

5 

5.05% 

7 

4.90% 

SUBTOT 

99 

143 

UNKNOWN 

1 

4 

TOTAL 

100 

147 

PERCENT 

PERCENT 

OFFENDER  AGE 

1989 

OF  TOTAL 

1990 

OF  TOTAL 

0-20 

16 

32.65% 

25 

38.46% 

21-30 

16 

32.65% 

22 

33.85% 

31-40 

13 

26.53% 

9 

13.85% 

41-50 

2 

4.08% 

3 

4.62% 

51-60 

2 

4.08% 

5 

7.69% 

61+ 

0 

0.00% 

1 

1.54% 

SUBTOT 

49 

65 

UNKNOWN 

51 

82 

TOTAL 

100 

X  V  V 

147 

JUVENILES 

:  AGED  17  AND 

UNDER 

1989 

1990 

VICTIM 

12 

17 

OFFENDER 

9 

13 

*  BASED  ON  THE  MOST  RECENT  AVAILABLE  DATA 


HOMICIDE  BY  RACE 


VICTIM  RACE: 


0     Of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  (147)  homicides  which  occurred  in 
1990,  one  hundred  and  one  (101)  victims  were  black  (85  males,  16 
females),  accounting  for  sixty-nine  percent  (69%)  of  the  total 
homicide  victims. 

0     Twenty  percent  (20%)  of  all  homicide  victims  during  1990  were  white 
(21  males.  8  females). 

0     There  were  fifteen  (15)  Hispanics  (14  males,  1  female)  who  became 
victims  of  homicide  in  1990,  accounting  for  ten  percent  (10%)  of  total 
homicide  victims. 


OFFENDER  RACE: 


0     In  1990,  seventy-nine  percent  (78.7%)  of  the  known  homicide  offenders 
were  black  (69  males,  1  female). 

0     Of  the  known  homicide  offenders,  seventeen  percent  (16.9%)  were  white 
(15  males)  during  1990. 

0     Persons  of  Hispanic  descent  accounted  for  five  percent  (4.5%)  of 
homicide  perpetrators  (3  males,  1  female). 


RESEARCH  AND  ANALYSIS 
HOMICIDE  BY  SEX  AND  RACE 
JANUARY  THROUGH  DECEMBER  1990 


VICTIM  OFFENDER 

BLACK 

M  85  69 

F  16  1 

WHITE 

M  21  15 

F  8  0 

HISPANIC 

M  14  3 

F  1  1 

ASIAN 

M  2  0 

F  0  0 

UNKNOWN  0  58 


TOTAL 


147 


147 


HOMICIDE  BY  AREA 


0     Homicide  citywide  has  increased  forty-seven  percent  (+47%)  during  1990 
as  compared  to  1989.    There  were  one  hundred  (100)  homicides  reported 
in  1989  as  compared  to  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  (147)  reported 
during  1990. 

0     Command  Areas  A  and  D  reported  no  change  in  homicide  totals  from  1989 
to  1990.    The  number  of  reported  homicides  remained  at  eight  (8)  cases 
in  Area  A  while  it  remained  at  seven  (7)  cases  in  Area  D. 

0     Command  Areas  B  and  C  reported  increases  in  homicide  of  sixty-one 

percent  (+61%)  and  thirty-three  percent  (+33%)  during  1990  as  compared 
to  1989.    During  1989,  Area  B  registered  fifty-nine  (59)  homicides,  as 
compared  to  ninety-five  (95)  homicides  reported  in  Area  B  during 
1990.    Area  C  reported  twenty-one  (21)  homicides  during  1989  and 
twenty-eight  (28)  homicides  during  1990. 


0     Homicides  in  Command  Area  E  increased  from  five  (5)  cases  in  1989  to 
nine  (9)  homicides  during  1990. 
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